
 
 

Monday, April 21, 2014 
 

Pursuant to adjournment comes now the Starke County Board of Commissioners and meet in regular session at 7:00PM in 
the Annex meeting room, Knox, Indiana, with Kathy Norem, Kent Danford and Jennifer Davis present and the following 
proceedings were held to wit: 
 
The meeting was called to order by President, Jennifer Davis, at 7:00PM.  She inquired as to there being any corrections or 
additions to the posted agenda.  The agenda remained as posted. 
 
RE:  AMENDMENT TO ASSESSOR’S REASSESSMENT CONTRACT 
 
Assessor Rhonda Milner appeared before the Board and advised the DLGF, in their review of the Board approved 
Reassessment Contract, is now requiring a change in the original reporting date of the commencement of the contract.  It was 
initially reported as beginning on July 1, 2015 and it should state it will begin on July 1, 2014.  The Commissioners initialed 
their approval on the date correction on to the contract, and it was attested by Auditor Chaffins. 
 
RE:  PAYROLL AND VENDOR CLAIMS, MINUTES, MONTHLY FI NANCIAL REPORTS 
 
Commissioner Danford made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 7th meeting, seconded by Commissioner Norem.  
The motion passed with all ayes.   
Commissioner Norem made a motion to approve the payroll claim for the pay period ending on April 12th, with a pay date of 
April 17th, in the total gross amount of $184,704.06.  Commissioner Danford seconded the motion, and it passed with all 
ayes.   
Commissioner Norem noted, in regard to the vendor claims, the claims docket contains the payment to the Hamlet American 
Legion for their Memorial Day flags in the amount of $1,500.00.  Commissioner Danford made a motion to approve the 
vendor claims docket in the total gross amount of $311,740.55.  Commissioner Norem seconded the motion, and it passed 
with all ayes.   
Auditor Chaffins advised, in regard to the Monthly Financial Reporting, all departments were in compliance with their 
reporting, and all were filed on time.  She inquired in the Board would like to personally receive all departments’ reports in 
addition to the monthly Treasurer’s report they already receive.  President Davis advised as they are on file in the Auditor’s 
Office they can be reviewed at any time.  Commissioner Norem suggested it be reported on a monthly basis and documented 
in the minutes as to the type of report that is submitted per department and the type of supporting documentation that is 
submitted also. (From now on Auditor Chaffins will prepare a written report documenting that information and present copies 
to the Board at their second monthly meeting.)  Auditor Chaffins advised there are two SBOA Auditors presently working in 
the County on the annual audit.  They have begun the audit by reviewing all the grant paperwork. 
 
IN OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
County Veteran’s Service Officer, Terry Turner, presented his Department’s City & County VSO’s Monthly Report for the 
months of February and March which shows the departmental activity during those months.  He noted this reporting is not 
required by the State but he is willing to provide the information to the County. 
 
President Davis advised of a proposed amendment to the short term disability insurance policy.  County Attorney, Marty 
Lucas, advised the disability insurance company has agreed to amend the County’s disability insurance policy to conform to 
the existing policies of the County’s Employee Handbook.  He advised the insurance company is requesting approval 
verbiage from the Board of Commissioners to show they approve of this amendment to the policy.  He advised the portion to 
be added to the insurance policy is as follows:  “An employee must use all accumulated sick leave and vacation time prior to 
the disability claim”, and will be retroactive as of December 1, 2013.  Commissioner Norem made a motion to approve the 
verbiage stating the insurance company policy should match the wording of the County’s Employee Handbook.  
Commissioner Danford seconded the motion and it passed with all ayes. 
 
President Davis advised Michael Paschen from Marshall-Starke arrived too late to participate in the Marshall-Starke 
presentation given to the Council.  He had accidently gone to the wrong county.   
 
Commissioner Norem advised she was contacted by the Knox Schools in regard to their request to allow their ten top Knox 
High School Seniors, to take pictures from the Courthouse Bell Tower.  She advised she had spoken to the Judge who has 
approved their request.  She also noted the top ten students are all female. 
 
Commissioner Danford stated he has been in contact with Weaver & Boos who had advised the monitoring of the methane 
gas levels have all been under the acceptable State levels.  He stated Weaver & Boos is very positive on a possible landfill 
closing date in the summer of 2015. 
 
Auditor Chaffins inquired, since Wednesday, April 23rd, will be Administrative Assistant’s Day, if the County Offices could 
close at lunch time, to allow the Department Heads to take their Assistants out to lunch.  The Commissioners agreed to close 
the Offices during Noon to 1PM on that day, and asked the Auditor to notify all Department Heads. 
 
(The tape recorder display noted its’ memory was full, and at this point in the meeting it stopped recording.) 
 
PUBLIC BUSINESS: 
 
MJ Bendt, reporter for The Leader, advised of a County Wide, Three School Joint Choir Concert, which will be held at the 
North Judson-San Pierre High School Auditorium on Saturday, May 24th.  She noted the schools that will be participating in 
the choir are NJ-SP, OD, and Knox. 
Terry Turner advised the Hamlet Bridge, on US35, will be dedicated in honor of World War II Veteran, Frank Ono, on 
Saturday, May 24th.   
Matt Gourley thanked the Board for their payment to the Hamlet American Legion Post 356 for their Memorial Day flags. 



 
President Davis advised the VFW is looking for volunteers for a 24 hour vigil they are planning during Memorial Day 
Weekend.  She noted Leslie Bedrock Baker and her husband are in charge of the planning of this event, and you do not need 
to be a member of the VFW to participate. 
 
Betty Dotlich inquired in regard to the tree cleaning project on the vacant land in the industrial parks, if someone will be 
removing the stumps that have been left behind.  President Davis advised she would check with Mr. Weaver to see what will 
become of the stumps. 
 
President Davis read into the record the Proclamation designating the first Monday in May, May 2nd, as Starke County Youth 
Club Day in celebration and commemoration of their lasting impact on the participating youth of Starke County.  Ms. Irene 
Szakonyi, Executive Director of the Starke County Youth Club was unable to appear at the meeting. 
 
There being no further business, Commissioner Norem made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner 
Danford.  The motion passed with all ayes and the meeting was adjourned at 7:27PM. 
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