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Starke County was organized by an act of Legislature of January 15, 1844, but the organization was not Lindsey was the first settler of the North Bend Township and John Tibbits was the next settler and the ) ) ) ) ) ) ) _ /4 ) ) ) S E 5B £, o
made effective until January 15, 1850, Until then this area belonged to Marshall County. The name of Starke  first in the southeast part of the county. He located on the North bank of the Tippecanoe River, not long 0 / 2 3 5 e < G o 10K

is in honor of the gallant American Revolutionary War officer, General John Stark. It is believed that a
flourish af the end of his signature was mistaken for an e, therefore explaining the spelling of Starke.

The locating commissioners established the County Seat on April 1, 1850, at the present site of Knox. There
was no town there at the time, but the site was chosen because of its central location. The first members of
the Board of County Commissioners elected af this time were John W.P. Hopkins, George Esty, and William
Parker. The first meetings were conducted at the home of Mrs, Rachel A, Tillman, which stands on the banks
of Yellow River. The first county officers were as follows: Jacob S. Wampler, Sheriff; J.6. Black, Auditor;
Stephen Jackson Sr., Clerk; Jacob Bozarth, Recorder; C.S. Tibbits, County Agent; Jacob Tillman, county
Treasurer.

The Hon. E.M. Chamberlain, Presiding Judge Samuel Burk, and George Milroy Associate Judges held the First
Circuit Court May 19, 1851. The court also convened at the house of Mrs. Tillman as mentioned above.

In 1835, Edward Smith, an Englishman by birth, was the first to seftle in the county. He did so in the
northeastern part of what now is Oregon Township, before the land in the county was subject to entry.
Smith was subsequently elected one of the first Justices of the Peace. John
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after Edward Smith settled.

Nathan and Samuel Koontz were also among the first to arrive. Samuel Koontz built the first Saw
County in Oregon Township. This water-powered mill was in running order by 1849. With this sawmi
was constructed across the outlet or Woodworth's lake. Koontz also sawed out the lumber for the first

grist-mill, which began operations in 1853.

Jacob Tillman was the first Merchant in the county and opened a store on the south bank of Yellow River in

1851 this building was still standing in 1875 and is situated north of the present Courthouse.

The first building used for school purposes was on a farm owned by one Wagner, near Koontz's Mill in
Oregon Township. Its occupation was temporary, for the first reqular schoolhouse was built in 1852, near

Koontz's mill on the Winamac and LaPorte Road.

The first church was built by the United Brethren denomination in 1853. It was situated in California
Township on the farm of Joshua German. Before that, meetings had been held in schoolhouses and private

dwellings.

in the
,adam

SCALE: 1" = 1 MILE

. 500 S
£
g AIRSTREAM
S| SAN PIERRE LEYTON Gw_
x
Q| auow. songg = SYCAMORE ST DRIFTWOOD LN
S 4 ELCONA DRY.
g o
.Clu =
2 S
= i
Fi \O\\N\m, m
WINNEBAGO PL

BORN'S
ACRES

8§
N
3
S

CLOVER LN

ONEIDA LN
SUNSET DR

=)

NAVIGATOR DR
CAPTAINS CT 47|

SHIPPING {LANE W DR
ANCHOR DR

CANQE CT

TECUMSEH h‘

N SHIPPING LANE E DR

1S/ AV £

|4

N <
ESIERE
- HICKORY AV
FOREST \ AV WOODLAND AV
DOGWOOD AV
CHESTNUT AV

KOONTZ
LAKE

N ANDERSON DR

500 W

T
genorn st IS
s “hek b
> CHERRIS W =
F— mm M E
A Sluelf s et .
m 3 = CENTER ST mamﬁcmm@.ﬂb
HIGHLAND
3 1+ CEM.
| NormH upson 7 |
g o TomPark % g
[%] ~ Q N S
9 g S = N
g SIl_weninGeR ST & SH| =
| X
q |
ROBERTS RD,

ADOPTED FEBRUARY 35, 2007

KEVIN KROFT, _ummm__umz._.\

Starke County Officials
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MARK MILO, MEMBER
COUNTY COMMISSIONER

MICHAELENE J. Iocm.ﬁ%
COUNTY AUDITOR

MARK L. MACKILLOP
COUNTY SURVEYOR

PETE STANOJEVIC
COUNTY HIGHWAY SUP
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MEMBERS OF
STARKE COUNTY COUNCIL

DANIEL AWALD MARK C. SMITH
JENNIFER DAVIS
CHARLES ESTOK
BRUCE A. FINGERHUT

STARKE

FAIRGROUNDS INDIANA AV

JAMES VAN VACTOR
DOUGLAS VESSELY

STARKE COUNTY STATISTICS
AS OF 2000

POPULATION 23,556

AREA (SQ. MILES) 312

NUMBER OF BRIDGES 67

ROAD MILEAGE 840
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