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STARKE COUNTY, INDIANA
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS — STARKE COUNTY, INDIANA
ORDINANCE NO. of 2026

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES AND PENALTIES
FOR THE REMOVAL OR ALTERATION OF A
SECTION CORNER OR HIGH ACCURACY REFERENCE NETWORK POINT OF BENCHMARK
MONUMENT

WHEREAS, a Section Corner or High Accuracy Reference Network Point of Benchmark
Monument Protection Ordinance is desirable to preserve the location of and prevent damage
to a section corner monument marker, high accuracy reference network (HARN) point, or
Benchmark markers within STARKE COUNTY; and

WHEREAS, 1.C. 36-2-12-13 permits a county to adopt an ordinance prohibiting the movement or
damage to a section corner monument marker, HARN point marker, or Benchmark marker and
prescribing monetary penalties for violations thereof.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF STARKE COUNTY,
THAT:

1. Except as provided by this Ordinance, it shall be unlawful for any person or entity to move,
change, damage, or otherwise alter a monument marking a section corner or HARN point, or
Benchmark without complying with the provisions of I.C. 36-2-12-13.

2. A person or entity may, for construction, excavation, mineral extraction, agricultural
production, or another business purpose, temporarily remove a monument marking a section
corner, HARN, or Benchmark so long as the following conditions are met:

a. The person or entity must notify in writing the Starke County Surveyor at least 20
business days before changing, obscuring, or removing the monument.

b. The person or entity shall, within a reasonable time, either:



i. Under the supervision of the Starke County Surveyors’ Office, or designee,
replace the monument at the person or entity’s sole expense.

ii. Execute a written agreement with the Starke County Surveyor for the
replacement of the monument for which Starke County shall be reimbursed for
the cost of such supervision, or replacement by the Starke County Surveyor, or
Designee, immediately upon presenting an invoice to the person or entity for the
work done; with a copy of such agreement recorded in the section corner book
or bench mark registry.

3. Only the Starke County Surveyor, and/or Designee, may change the location of a Section
Corner, HARN, or other Benchmark monument. The person or entity requesting a monument
location change shall submit a written request to the Starke County Surveyor which includes
written approvals from all landowners whose property is affected by the proposed change. The
Starke County Surveyor may approve, reject, or modify the request and shall file a copy thereof
in the section corner record book or bench mark registry.

4. All monumentation, and documentation thereof, shall be certified to comply with RULE 865-
1AC-1-2.

5. When, in the construction or maintenance of a state, or county, or municipal road, street,
right-of-way, or easement, it becomes necessary for a person or entity to remove or bury a
monument marking a corner, HARN, or other Benchmark, the owner of the public right-of-way
shall notify the Starke County Surveyor in writing at least 20 business days before commencing
work.

6. Any person or entity failing to comply with this Ordinance prior to moving, changing, or
otherwise altering a section corner, HARN, or other Benchmark monument shall reimburse
Starke County for the cost of repairing or replacing the monument. Additionally, any person or
entity found in violation of provision of this Ordinance shall be subject to fines of not less than
$3000.00 for each violation, plus damages, expenses, costs and legal fees.

7. The Starke County Surveyor may order a citation for a violation under this Ordinance to be
issued and served by the Starke County Sheriff’s Department. Failure to remit payment within
30 days of a citation being served may result in late fees, penalties, interest and/or judicial
action.

8. Persons or entities wishing to contest the issuance of a citation under this Ordinance shall
notify the Starke County Surveyor within 15 days of the date of the citation being served. The
Starke County Surveyor may then file the Ordinance violation with the Starke County Circuit
Court.



9. All fines imposed for this Ordinance violations shall be deposited in the Starke County
Cornerstone perpetuation fund. IC 21-47-3-4.

10. The Ordinance does not repeal any prior ordinance and is in addition to the existing
ordinances and is to be interpreted in harmony therewith. If there are any conflicts with prior
ordinances, the provision of this Ordinance shall supersede such confliction provisions.

Statutory Authority: I.C. 36-2-12-11, I.C. 36-2-12-13, AND I.C. 21-47-3-4.

First Reading Date:ﬂdM Second Reading Date: 03-17-3b Approved Date: !' 23‘00?'(9(]

Be it further ordained that this Ordinance shall take effect on (date): 0 3— Oa?& O’
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SPECIFICATIONS:

L. A FARRISON MONIMENT NSTALLED i CONCRETE/ASPHALT PAVEMENT SHALL BE INSTALLED WITH A {0 NOH
MIMMUEF CORE, EXCAVATED TO A DEFTH OF 24 INCHES, BACKFILED TO SURFACE WTH CONCRETE (#ooe F51 @
28 DAY STRENCTH), AND POSITTONED BY PREVIOUSLY SET CONTROL, CONCRETE SHALL BE PROFERLY MIXED,

CONSOLIDATED, AND FIMISHED.

2. STARKE COUNTY SECTION CORNER MONUMENTS EXIST BELOW PAVEMENT WITHIN THE PROJECT LIWNTS.  THE
CONTRACTOR SHALL HAVE A REGISTERED INDIANA LAND SURVEYOR LOCATE THE EXISTING MONUBENTS UTILIZING
FEFERENGE TIES AVAILABLE ON THE STARKE COUNTY SURVEVYOR'S WEBSITE, OR FROM THE ENGINEER FRIOR TO
ANY CONSTRUCTION ACTVITY. ANY MISSING REFERENCE TIES SHALL BE REPLACED WITH AN ACCURATE RECORD
OF THE DISTANCE FROM MONUMENT 10 THE REFERENCE TE. A MINIMUY OF THREE REFERENCE TIES ARE
REQUIRED 70 85 RECORIED PRIOR JU FESIOVAL OF AN SONUMENTS.

3 THE CONIRACTOR SHALL HAVE A REGISTERED INDIANA LAND SURVEYOR RECORD THE STATE PLANE COCRDINATES
OF THE EXISTING MONUMENT., STATE FLANE COURDINATES SHALL BE IN U.5. SURVEY FEET AMD SHALL ¥/
TAINED BT UTILIZING GPS AND THE INCORS NETWORK USING A MINWUK OF A & MINUTE OBSERVATION OF
SOME OTHER ACCEFTABLE SURVEY METHOD TU ACQUIRE THE STATE PLANE COORDINATE OF THE EXISTING

MOMMENT,

ONGE THE PAYVEMENT IS LA, THE RESISTERED INDIANA LAND SURVEYOR WiLL SET A MINMUM OF FOUR <}
OFFSET MAE NAILS THAT LQUATE THE LOCATION OF THE SECTION CORNER MONUMENT TO BE SET. THE
MONUMENT BiLL BE SET BY THE CONTRACTOR IN ACCORDANCE WWITH THE DETAIL HEREWN WITH THE Top OF THE
MONUMENT SET J§™ BELOW THE PROPOSED NEW HMA RESURFACE ELEVATION AT EACH NEW MONUMENT {OCATION
SHOWN ON THE PLANS.  THE REGISTERED INDIANA LAND SURVEYOR SHALL VERIFY THE EXACT LOCA TTON OF THE
NEW MONUMENT FROM THE MAG NAIL OFFSETS AND RECORD THE FINAL MONUMENT LOCATION, REFERENCE TIES
AND STATE PLANE COORDINATE ON THE CURRENT STARKE COUNTY CORNER PERPETUATION FORM AVAILABLE

FROM THE STARKE COUNTY SURVEYOR

3. THE ESTABLISHED PAY [TEM SHALL INCLUDE ALL RELATED /INCIDENTAL WORK, INCLUDING BUT NGT LIMITED 7O
EXCAVATION, REFERENCE MEASUREMENTS AND RECORDING, REMOVAL OF EXISTING MONUMENT, SETTING OF NEW
REFERENCE MAG NAILS AND NEW MONUMENT 70 ACCURATE LOCATION AND GRADE, BACKFILLING COMPAC TION,
COMPETE ARIONG PROPOSELD IOVEMENRT, CURE ORELING NEW FAVERENT, TSHED CONCRETE AROUAG
MONUMEN T, PATCHING OF EXISTING FAVEMENT W/OR CONCRETE AS APPROVED BY THE COUNTY MIGHWAY
DEFARTMENT, AND SUBMITTAL OF FINAL STARKE COUNTY CORMER PERPETUATION FORM TO THE STARKE COUNTY

SURVEYOR'S OFFICE,
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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS - STARKE COUNTY,
INDIANA
ORDINANCE NO 20 of 2024

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES AND

PENALTIES FOR THE REMOVAL OR ALTERATION

OF A SECTION CORNER OR HIGH ACCURACY
REFERENCE NETWORK POINT OF BENCHMARK
MONUMENT

WHEREAS, a Section Cormer or High Accuracy Relerence
Network Point of Banchmark Monument Protection Ordr-
nance is desirable to preserve the location of and prevent
damiage to a section comer menument marker, high ac-
curacy roference network (HARN) point, or Benchmark
markers within STARKE COUNTY: and
WHERAS, 1.C. 36-2-12-13 permits a county to adopt an
ordinance prohibiting the movement or damage [0 & sec-
tion corner monument marker, HARN point marker, or
Benchmark marker and prescribing monetary panalties for
viofations thereol,
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD
OF COMMISSIONERS OF STARKE COUNTY, THAT:
1. Except as provided by this Ordinance, it shall be un-
lawtul for any person or entity to move, change, damage,
or otherwiso alter a monument marking a seclion corner
or HARN point, or Benchmark without complying with the
provisions of {.C. 36-2.12-13.
2. Aperson or enlity may, for construction, excavatlon, min-
eral extraction, agricultural production, or another business
purpose, emporarily remove a monument marking a sec-
tian comer, HARN, or Benchmark so long as the following
conditions are met:
a. The person or entity must nolify in wrlting the Starke
County Surveyor at least 20 business days bafore chang-
Ing, obscuring, or remaving the monument.
b. The person or entity shall, within & reasonable fime,
gither:
i. Under the supervision of the Starke County Surveyors'
Office, or designate, raplace the monument at the person
or entity's sole expense.
ii. Execute a writien agreement with the Starke County
Surveyor for the replacement of the monument for which
Starke County shall be reimbursed for the cost of such su-
penvision, of replacement by the Starke County Surveyor,
or Designate, immediately upon presenting an invoics to
the person or aniity for the work done; with a copy of such
agreement recorded in the section comer baok ¢r bench
mark ragistry.
3. Only the Starke County Surveyor, and or Designee, may
thange the location of & Section Comer, HARN, or other
*Benchmark monument, The Person or entity requesting a
Monument location change shall submit a writien request
10 the Starke County Surveyor which includes writlen ap-
provals from all landowners whose properly is affected by

the proposed change. The Starke County Surveyor may
approve, raject, or modify the request and shall file a copy
thereof in the section comer record book of bench mark
registry.

4. All monumentation, and documentation thereof, shall be
certified to comply with RULE 865-1AC-1 2.

5. When, in the construction or maintenance of a state,
or county, or municipal road, street, right-of-way, or ease-
ment, it becomes fiecessary for & person or entity to re-
mave or bury a monument marking & cornar, HARN, or
other Benchmark, the owner of the public right-of-way
shall notify the Starke County Surveyor in writing at least
20 business days bafore commencing work,

6. Any person or entity failing to comply with this Ordinance
prior to moving, changing, or otherwise altering a saction
cormer, HARN, or other Banchmark monument shall teim-
burse Starke County for the cost of Tepairing or replacing
the monument. Addltionally, any person or entity found in
violation of provision of this Ordinance shall be subject
to fines of not less than $3000.00 for sach violation, plus
damages, expanses, costs and legal tees,

7. The Starke County Surveyor may order a citation for
a violation under this Ordinance to be issued ang served
by the Starke County Sherifts Department. Failure to remit
payment within 30 days of a citation being served may re-
sultin late fees, penatiies, interest and/ or judicial action.
8. Persons or entitigs wishing to contest the issuance of a
citation under this Ordinance shal notify the Starke County
Surveyor within 15 days of the date of the citation baing
served. The Starke County Surveyor may than file the
Ordinancs violation with the Starke Gounty Circuit Court.
8. All finas imposed for this Ordinance violations shall be
deposiled in the Starke Counly Comerstons perpeiuation
fund. IC 21-47-34

10. The Ordinance does not repeal any prior ordinance
and is in addition to the existing ordinances and Is to be
interpreted in hammany therewith. If there are any conflicts
with prior ordinances, the provision of this Ordinance shall
supersede such confliction provisions.

Statutory Authority: 1.C. 36-2-12-11, 1.C. 36-2-12-13, AND
1.C. 21-47-34,

Ba it further ordained that this Ordinance shall take effect
on (date):.

First Reading Date: 10-07-24

Second Reading Date: 10-21-24

Approved Dale:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF STARKE COUNTY,
INDIANA

Don Binklay, Presidgni

Charles Chesak, Vice President

Mark Gourley, Member

Aftest: Michaslene Zinggarell Houston, Auditor
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A HARRISON HONGMENT WNSTALLED 1N CONORETE/ASPHALT PAVEMENT SKALL BE WSTALLED A 10 fort
ANIIUY CORE, EXCAVATED TO A OEPTH OF 24 INGHES, BACKFLLED O SURFACE {TH CONGRETE (4000 P51 @
26 DAY STRENGTH), AND FOSTIONED BY FREVIOUSLY SET COVIROL CONCRETE SHall &t PROPERL Y ASXED,
CONSOUDATEDL AND FRNISHED.

TARKE CORNER MONUMENTS EXIST BELOW PAVEMENT BETHIN THE FROLECT LTS TvE
wgﬂxnﬁkmﬂamh \ﬁoﬁ A \H.Rm“*g.mv ﬁhww\s. LAND SURVEYDR LODATE THE EXSTING MONURIENTS GTIZNG
FEFERENCE TES AVARABLE ON THE STARKE OOUNTY SURVEYOR'S UEBSITE OR FROY THE ENCIVEER PRIGR TO
ANY CONSTRUCTION ACTIRTY. ANY MIESING REFERENCE TES SHALL BE REPLACED WIN AN ACCURATE RECORD
OF THE DISTANCE FROI MOMMENT T THE REFERENCE TIE A MNBAAS OF THREE' REFERENCE TIES ARE
REQURED 7O 8 RECORND FARIIR 7O REVOIAL OF ANY RGVORERTS.

TRAC, 0t A REGISTERED INDIANA LAND SURVEYOR RECORD THE STATE FLANE COORDINATES
%ﬁ%%&gﬁmﬂﬂ PLANE CODROINATES SHALL 8E N U.5. SURMEY FEET AND SHALL 8F
CBTANED BY UNLZNG 6PS AND THE INCORS NETWORK USING A AN GF A 5 JavyrE CESERVATIOV OR
SOME' OTHER ACCEPTABLE SURVEY WETHGD T9 ACQUIRE THE STATE PLANE CRORBINATE OF THE EXISTING
AONUMENT,

ONCE THE' PAVEMENT IS LA, THE REDISTERED (NDIANA LAND SURVEYOR WiLs SET A N OF FOUR ()
OFFSET WAG NALS THAT LGCATE THE LOGATION OF THE SECTION CORNER WONUMENT 70 BE SET. T
MONUMENT HLL BE SET BY DIE CONTRACTUR IN ACCDRDANCE Y9Di THE DETAIL HEREW WtH THE ToP - THE
HONLMENT SET }(* BELOW THE PROPOSED NEW HWA RESURFACE ELEVATION AT ey NEW MONUBENT LOCATION
SHOMN ON THE PLANS  THE REGISTERED INDIANA LAND SURVEYOR SHALL \ERFY THE EXACT LOCATON OF IHE

THE ESTABUSHED PAY JTEf SWALL INGLUDE ALl RELATED INCIDENTAL WORK, INGLUGING BUT NOT LWITED TO
EXCAVATION, REFERENGE MEASUREMENTS AND RECORDNG R0t OF EXMSTING MONUMENT, SETTING OF NEW
REFERENCE MAG NAILS AND NEW MONUMENT 10 ACCURATE LOGATION ANG GRADE, ACKFILLING, COMPACTION,
CUNGRETE ARDYNG FROPOSEL HOVIAENT, OORE DILLIVS MW PRYELENT, FINSHER COMABETE APoeitis
MONLIMENT, PATCHING OF EXISTING PRVERENT WOR CONCRETE AS APFROVED BY JHE COUNTY HiGHBAY
DEFARTMENT, AND SUBMITTAL OF FINAL STARKE COUNTY CORNER PERPETUATION FOR 70 THE STARKE COUNTY
SURVEYOR'S OFFICE:



